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hence he is quite wrong in assuming that mind is mentioned in so -
far as it is part of man. Besides, though I had already rejected
bod)r and mind -with all other things, as being doubtful or not yet
clearly perceived by me, this does not prevent me from picking
them up again, if I chance to perceive them clearly. But of
course my critic cannot grasp this because he thinks that doubt
is something inseparable from the objects doubted. For shortly
afterwards he asks : How does it come about that the same things
are now not dubious and uncertain ? (meaning the things which
formerly were doubtful). He wants me likewise to forswear them
with every solemnity, and wonders at my devices, saying I employ
the doubtful in order to investigate what is certain; as if I had
taken as the foundation of my Philosophy the principle that everty-
thing doubtful must be taken to be falsehood.

Do you want me to take heed of what I formerly believed myself
to be ? Do yon ivish me to pick up again that clouted coat etc.1 ?
Here I shall make use of a very homely example for the purpose
of explaining to him the rationale of my procedure, in order that
in future he may not misunderstand it or dare to pretend that he
does not understand it. Supposing he had a basket of apples and,
fearing that some of them were rotten, wanted to take those out
lest they might make the rest go wrong, how could he do that 1
Would he not first turn the whole of the apples out of the basket
and look them over one by one, and then having selected those
which he saw not to be rotten, place them again in the basket and
leave out the others ? It is therefore just in the same way that
those who have never rightly philosophized have in their mind a
variety of opinions some of which they justly fear not to be true,
seeing that it was in their earliest years that they began to amass
those beliefs. They then try to separate the false from the true
lest the presence of the former should produce a general uncertainty
about all. Now there is no better way of doing this than to
reject all at once together as uncertain or false, and then having
inspected each singly and in order, to reinstate only those which
they know to be true and indubitable. Thus it was no bad course
to reject everything at the outset, and then, noticing that I knew
nothing more certainly and evidently than that in virtue of my
thinking I existed, it was not wrong to assert this first. Finally
it was not wrong for me afterwards to ask, who was the person
I formerly believed myself to be, not meaning now to adopt exactly
1 Cf. above, p. 281.